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Two steps forward for the Club last weekend with the Reserves moving into their Grand Final on 11 
September and the Firsts to now fronting up in the Preliminary Final this coming Saturday, 4 September. 
 
LAST WEEKEND 
 
Firsts – from Matt Edmonds 
OLD GEELONG   5.5    6.6    10.11 14.17   (101)  defeated 
IVANHOE ASSUMPTION   2.3    5.6      7.8      9.11    (65) 
Goals: Vickers-Willis 5; Bayles 2; W. Paul 2; N. Betts 2; Goldsworthy; Kimpton; McCarthy. Best: W. Paul; 
Bayles; T. Paul; Lansdell; Vickers-Willis; L. Teague.  
 
“Most of our side was yet to experience a senior finals match before Sunday’s First-Semi Final against 
Ivanhoe. By game’s-end our newcomers to finals football had been through a massive learning curve that 
taught them how much harder, faster and more demanding finals can be. It was a learning experience that our 
boys handled exceptionally well and it enabled us to maintain control for most of the match, to score a very 
hard-earned and rewarding victory. Kicking with the aid of a 4-to-5 goal breeze in the first term we scored 
five goals to two, but during the second term Ivanhoe had clawed their way back into the game and we only 
lead by six points at the main break. A four-goal-to-two third term enabled us to go into the last quarter with 
a handy 21-point lead. This third quarter was marred only by the heavy collision between Nick Betts and 
two other Ivanhoe players. All three players showed tremendous courage as they flew fearlessly for the same 
marking contest. Unfortunately the collision meant that Nick took no further part in the game, which was a 
shame as his performance up to that point had been outstanding. His second quarter goal into the breeze from 
the left forward flank was arguably goal of the day. Still, his courage had left an indelible mark on all our 
players and we rallied from that point on to score another four goals to two in the last quarter to run out 
comfortable 36-point winners. This was a game that was only going to be won by a full four-quarter effort 
from all our players. Pleasingly our boys realized this and we had great contributions from everyone 
throughout the game.  
 
It started with Manga (Hugh McCarthy) whose form over the last few weeks has been back to its brilliant 
league-best-and-fairest winning form of last year. His intercept-mark from their kick-out and subsequent 
goal in the first term was typical of the way he has been attacking the football of late. Insano (Will Paul) 
and Ed Bayles – who continues to play with a maturity and commitment that belies his age (it’s easy to 
forget that he is still only 19!) - were again instrumental in the middle of the ground for us. They played with 
all-out aggression, racked up numerous possessions and kicked two quality goals each. It was virtually 
impossible to split them for best-on-ground honours. Tom Paul again thrived with his third-quarter move 
onto the ball and his solid, one-touch possession gathering and precision disposal was a real catalyst for us in 
the second half. Stevie Landsdell also played a fantastic game, whether positioned up forward or in the 
backline. He has impressed with his ability to play in any position on the ground over the last few weeks. 
Section goal-kicking winner, Mark Vickers-Willis showed that he was keen to continue with his good form 
and bagged another five goals despite being closely checked for most of the day. The form of our players 
coming off the bench was also a great bonus. Charlie Fairbairn played strongly out of defence and used the 
ball very effectively. Lachlan Teague played determinedly and was an important ball-winner for us. His 
courageous mark in the last term and quick pass to the running Steve Landsdell out of the backline helped 
set-up a well-constructed goal. It was easily “The Play of the Day”. Puss (Johnny Malpas) also played a 
valuable role on his wing. He seemed to run pretty much unchecked for most of the day and collected several 
valuable possessions for us. 
 
Provided we can get the same type of effort from all again next week in our Preliminary Final against Old 
Carey we will give ourselves an enormous chance to reach our first Grand Final since 1997.” 
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Reserves  - from Jim Legoe 
OLD GEELONG   3.1   6.2    9.4  11.7   (73) 
LA TROBE   2.0   4.2    6.4    8.6   (54) 
Goalkickers: T.Fallaw 4, S.Cole 2, T.Bayles, R.Herd, J.O'Hare, D.Salter, N.Kemp 
Best: Makin; J. Legoe; J. McCarthy; T. Bayles; Herd; Allen.  Team effort 
“For the second time in two weeks we were presented with perfect conditions in what was a game of vital 
importance to the side.  Central Reserve was 
in great condition, its vast expanses almost 
likened it to Como on a perfect day.  A late 
change to the senior side saw Jon Malpas 
elevated to the Ones, which gave Richie 
Herd an opportunity to prove why he 
should be in the side.  Ten seconds after the 
opening bounce, Tom Fallaw ended up on 
the end of a long bomb from Tim Bayles 
and slotted the goal to give us the ideal start.  
This didn’t deter La Trobe who rallied and 
continued to put the ball inside their 50 
metres, only for our defence, under the 
control of Ben Symons, to rebound as they 
have done all year.  Despite this it was only 
a matter of time before the Trobers opened 
their account and tied up the scores.  To our credit we replied with another major in what was soon to 
become a dog-eat-dog battle, with the scoreboard giving us a seven-point lead at quarter time.  (However, 
Beetle was running the scoreboard and it was frequently incorrect, so this didn’t mean all that much!) 
 
The second quarter continued in the same vein with tough, hard, skilful football on display from both sides.  
Johnny McCarthy’s tackling was exceptional as he was given the tagging role on one of La Trobe’s key 
players from the first quarter.  Tim Bayles crashed through the pack early in the term and kicked truly to 
inspire the OGS: Tommy Fallaw pulled down a sensational mark from which he goaled, and then moments 
later he was in the action again taking a grab right on 50 metres before unselfishly passing it off to Sam 
Cole.  La Trobe got a couple of late goals back on us, keeping the margin at the half time break to a couple 
of goals. 
 
With Bryan Grills (collar-bone) and Tav Makin (ribs) gone for the rest of the day, the bench was depleted 
to two for the entire second half.  This gave others an opportunity to stand up in unfamiliar positions in what 
had thus far proven to be our biggest challenge since Round 7.  Richie Herd was making the most of his 
chances and his work around the ground was exceptional.  Dave Taylor’s rucking was instrumental in giving 
the midfielders first use of the ball and the OGS pushed out their lead to five goals, only to have La Trobe 
kick a distinctly dubious and definitely doubtful snap goal right on, or after, the three-quarter time siren. 
 
Whilst momentarily losing our concentration 
over the break due to the umpiring decision, 
coach Dunn brought us back into line and told 
us to “go out there and have fun and everything 
would go our way” (actually I don’t know if he 
said that, I just made that up!!)  Anyway, fun 
was had by all as we slowly secured victory in 
what was no doubt the best standard of football 
the OGS Reserves had participated in all year.  
Whilst it felt like a comfortable victory in the 
end, the margin was only 19 points and it is 
highly likely that we will face a determined La 
Trobe again, come Grand Final day. The terrific 
support on the day from Senior players, parents 
and friends was much appreciated and we hope 
to see you all back cheering us on September 11th. 

James Morley, John McCarthy, James O’Hare and Andrew Slattery at 
game’s-end, Saturday. 
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 Ben Symons and Tim Bayles after Reserves game, Saturday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEXT SATURDAY 
Firsts: 2pm.  Same ground as last week: Central Reserve, corner Waverley and Springvale roads, Glen 
Waverley.  We will be the "away" team based on ladder positions at the end of the season and will be in the 
visitors’ change rooms. White shorts to be worn. 
 
We’ve had a call regarding car parking this Saturday. Apparently a local resident (he is 87) complained to 
the local council about not being able to park near the playground and skate area last the weekend. As a 
result, the council has advised that football patrons are not to park in the car park by the skate area or 
playground, or on the grass areas around those places. In other words, no parking anywhere around the 
internal road leading to the actual ground entrance. Parking inspectors will be on hand to apply tickets for 
non-compliance. It is suggested therefore that those who don't want to pay the $3 fee to park within the 
ground, follow the road past where you would enter the ground (where the VAFA attendants stand) and park 
at the back behind the ground. Apparently there is ample parking down the back and this will ensure you 
avoid fines. 
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AROUND THE CLUB 
Because we had still not received the duplicate team sheet for the Club 18’s last game three weeks ago (will 
we ever?), we missed making mention in last week’s notes that Bryan Grills would be playing his 50th game 
for the Club last Saturday.  Sadly, after he broke a bone in his hand earlier in the season and missed some 
weeks, things did not get any better last Saturday with him breaking a collar bone in the first term. In almost 
exactly the same place (anatomically and geographically) as he broke it in the Reserves Grand Final last 
year. To quote our monarch, a 12-month Annus Horribilis. 
 
Thanks to Dr Leigh Munro for his expert advice and assistance after the terrible clash that left Nick Betts 
unconscious. There is no substitute for having immediate qualified medical personnel on hand for such 
situations. Having seen Nick safely onto the ambulance, Dr Munro then attended the Ivanhoe player who 
was also (more briefly) knocked out and was dazed for some time after. Ivanhoe president, Rob Pearce rang 
OGFC Secretary David Mims last Monday to enquire as to Nick's condition on behalf of his players who 
had expressed concern and wanted to know if he was OK. Rob also passed on thanks for Dr Munro's help 
with their player who is also OK. 
 
The rules say that a quarter finishes only when the umpire in control of play hears the siren and signals an 
end to play.  Which could have been nasty in the Reserves game last Saturday; siren went at the end of the 
third quarter with the ball deep in La Trobe’s forward pocket. Indeed siren went, and had actually finished 
going, when a La Trobe player then picked up the ball, hooked it back over his shoulder and it went through, 
and the goal was allowed to stand. Hard to understand, as the siren there is really good (much stronger than 
the one at Como). 
 
Sometimes a setback is for the best. After Jamie Bell’s knee troubled him at Friday evening training he 
withdrew from the selected side for Sunday. This resulted in Jono Malpas being put up from the Reserves, 
and emergency Richard Herd being brought into the Ressies side. Both played very good games for their 
respective teams in the following two days (after starting on the bench, Herdie finished in our best players)  – 
and Dinga should now be right for this week’s game.  
 
As indicated in last week’s notes, the mathematics of it all meant 
that a certain number of players would miss out on selection, as 
50 into 44 just doesn’t go. The performance of a number of 
those, such as Rob Kilpatrick, Chris Wilson, Hugh Lockie ®, 
Richard Cutler and Tim Carey (the last mentioned, inj) all helping 
with running the water, doing the stats, etc. was terrific.  
 
SOCIAL 
 
OG’s Presentation Day – Sunday 12th September 2004 
The OGS traditional post season Presentation Day is to be held 
on Sunday 12th September (the day after the D2 Grand Finals). It will include the Club’s Vote Counts (just 
the last few rounds, not the whole season), Club Awards and Presentations, and the now famous Reverse 
Raffle.  Most importantly it is the opportunity to recognise, acknowledge and applaud the outstanding 
efforts of some of our players during the season, and we’d like to see heaps of players, officials, 
friends, and parents in attendance. 
 
Lunch will be provided for a cost of $10 to-15 per person and will be in a gourmet BBQ style. Drinks will be 
at bar prices with a few surprises along the way! It will be held at Como. 
 
(Reverse Raffle Tickets are at a cost of $100 (which can be bought in syndicates), with the prizes being: 
Last Ticket drawn:  $5000; Second-last drawn:  $1000;   Third-last drawn: $700 
Fourth-last drawn: $200;  Fifth to tenth-last drawn: $100;    First Ticket drawn: $500 
 
The first ticket will be drawn at 1:00pm and tickets are limited to 200 only. 
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Part of the money raised will used both for the 2004 footy trip with the remainder being retained by the Club 
for uses more associated with the running of a VAFA powerhouse! If you are interested in buying a ticket, 
please get in touch with Daniel Salter on 0411 646 173.) 
 
Post Grand Final Function – Saturday 11th September 2004 
Following the Grand Finals on Saturday week there will be a Club function at the Arcadia (one of the Club’s 
Major Sponsors). Upstairs has been booked and there will be food provided, drinks at bar prices and later in 
the evening a DJ will be playing to what hopefully will be a happy crowd of Oggers and Oggettes! Everyone 
is invited to attend, so come along to help celebrate what will hopefully be a great day for the Club. Paul 
Broadbent (former player and current manager of the Arc, has promised some donations of grog, any more 
acts of generosity in this style are greatly encouraged and appreciated!) 
 
 
FROM HERE AND THERE 
The operation of the scoreboard last Sunday was supervised by Eddie Manton who was apparently telling 
Beetle Southey exactly what to do and how to do it. Thanks to "young young" Manton for doing the 
scoreboard on Sunday, even if the maths left a bit to be desired at times. Like father like son? 
 
On the subject of helping, however, spare a thought for Dale Fraser who time-kept for both our games at the 
weekend, in next-to-total isolation when no-one else would volunteer to do it for either game. At least, 
however, the Sunday afternoon stint might have saved him from an even worse fate…..) 
 
Injuries at the weekend were not limited to on the field: Jim and Rob Kilpatrick’s Mum Margie was 
apparently standing behind the goals during the Reserves game and lost sight of the ball (one version), or 
was too busy talking (the other version), and was hit smack on the head. No major damage was done, and 
thankfully the cup of coffee she was holding was not too hot. 
 
Was standing near some Old Carey supporters last Saturday afternoon, and heard them discussing that their 
Senior coach had advised the Club that he would not be continuing next year if they didn’t make it into D1 
Section next year. 
 
Nice to see one of last year’s Reserves players, Michael Verge at the game on Sunday, after Mick had 
finally picked up that Club 18 premiership with OMs this year which had so long eluded him. 
 
We’ve discovered that Richard Cutler is a nephew of former player Peter Clarke who played 71 games for 
the Club in the 1970s. 
 
Assuming his selection for the Reserves Grand Final this year, Nick Kemp will be the sole player in our side 
who also played in our 1997 Reserves Grand Final team. We look forward to the same result. 
 
The Footy Tipping Competition has duly concluded, and the people to speak to if you are after a 
free beer (or in Greg’s case, champagne) are:  
1st Place = GREG ALLEN  ($346.50) 
2nd Place = BEETLE SOUTHEY  ($192.50) - how did we let him get 2nd? 
3rd Place = JAMES KILPATRICK  ($115.50) 
4th Place = BRYAN GRILLS  ($0.00) - you get nothing Bryan, but thanks for playing!! 
20th Place = JAMES LEGOE  ($115.50) - some may say rigged, others say good judgement!!! 
 
And the remaining $170 will be going to the Old Geelong Football Club - in what capacity has yet to be 
decided as no-one has sent through any ideas. (This, of course, is highly unusual from the membership of the 
football club.- Ed.)   However, if the Seniors and/or the Reserves do manage to secure a premiership, Jim 
Legoe proposes putting the money towards some form of framed premiership photos to be put up in Club 
Como.  
 
And, from the week before, Mark Vickers-Willis leaves the ground after his club record-breaking goal haul 
of 18. 
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